
SCFD8 PROUDLY 
SERVES 
• Moran Prairie 

• Glenrose

• Hangman Hills

• Valleyford

• Bella Vista 

• Mica

• Painted Hills

• Ponderosa

• Saltese

NEWSLETTER FOR 
THE RESIDENTS OF 
SPOKANE COUNTY 
FIRE DISTRICT 8

SUMMER 2015

Fire      Flyer

www.scfd8.org
509-926-6699

Would you like to 
receive the Fire 
8 Flyer and other 
correspondence via 
email? Send your 
email address to 
admin@scfd8.org to 
join our mailing list.

YOUR VOTE 
COUNTS! 
Look for your 
ballot in the 
mail beginning 
July 15th.

A Message From the Chief
Greetings! In the coming 
weeks, you will have the 
opportunity to choose 
to maintain and enhance 
the emergency services 
we provide you and your 
family. Proposition 1 — a 
Maintenance and Operations 
(M & O) levy — will appear 
on your August ballot. The 
levy will help maintain current 
operations as well as improve 
both fire and emergency 

medical services (EMS). The levy will enhance service by 
ensuring that, in addition to firefighters who are cross-
trained as Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs), every 
station will also have a paramedic trained in advanced life 
saving techniques. The levy will also help ensure that enough 
firefighters/medics arrive within the initial minutes of your 
emergency to allow for more immediate help right away. 

Advanced Emergency Medical Response  
Around the Clock. 
Here’s how it works: Paramedics have additional training 
in emergency medicine that goes beyond the quality EMT 
training that all our firefighters have. Essentially, a paramedic 
can bring the services of a hospital emergency room to your 
living room within minutes. The M & O levy will provide a 

paramedic at your neighborhood 
fire station 24 hours a day. With over 
80% of our emergency calls being 
for medical response, that’s an 
important capability to have. 

In addition to medical training, paramedics will be cross-
trained as firefighters to ensure enough personnel can 
arrive on scene to quickly go to work. State and federal laws 
restrict us from taking some important firefighting steps  
until at least four firefighters are on scene. The levy gives  
us enough firefighters to attack fires faster when it counts  
the most. 

Improved Response to Simultaneous Emergency Calls. 
Finally, in the world of fire and medical emergencies, minutes 
matter. For 50 cents per thousand dollars of assessed 
property value the levy will allow us to better handle the 
increasing occurrence of simultaneous emergency calls. In 
short, we will be able to respond more rapidly with a crew to 
your emergency even when another emergency is already 
occurring in your neighborhood. 

As always, if you have any questions about our service, or 
suggestions about how we can serve you better, please 
feel free to e-mail me at tnielsen@ scfd8.org, or give me a 
call either at the office 509-926-6699 or at home  
509-535-7740.

Tony C. Nielsen, MA, EFO,  
CFO, Fire Chief, SCFD8

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICES — THERE WHEN 
YOU NEED US
Emergency Medical Technicians, 
or EMTs, are the backbone of our 
emergency medical response 
system. All of the fire district’s 
full-time personnel and nearly all 
of our volunteers are trained to 
the EMT level or beyond. 

EMTs are trained to provide Basic 
Life Support services (BLS) and 
have completed more than 200 
hours of education in trauma 
care, cardiac and stroke care, 
CPR, and advanced first aid.

Advanced Life Support, or ALS, is 
delivered by Paramedics who — 
in addition to EMT training and 
experience — have completed 
more than 3,000 hours of training 
in advanced cardiac life support, 
pediatric life support, severe 
trauma and more than 200 other 
life-threatening emergency 
medical conditions. Paramedics 
practice under a physician’s 
orders allowing them to utilize 
sophisticated medical devices 
and administer over 68 lifesaving 
medications.

You can choose to add 
Firefighter/Paramedics to your 
neighborhood fire station.  
Remember to return your 
ballot by August 4th.

OVER 80% OF THE 
FIRE DISTRICT’S 
EMERGENCY CALLS 
ARE FOR MEDICAL 
RESPONSES.
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SCFD8 OPEN HOUSE  

SCFD8 offers FREE Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) classes to family members, friends, and 
members of the Fire District 8 community who 
want to learn CPR, but do not need a course 
completion card. Our American Heart Association 
Family & Friends CPR class contains information on how 
to perform CPR on adults, children, and infants, and 
how to help an adult, child, or infant who is choking.

When: The Second Tuesday of Each Month 
Where: Station 81, 6117 S. Palouse Highway 
Time: 7:00 pm        Cost:     No Fee
Sign up:  Call 926-6699 or email mlong@scfd8.org 

SIGN UP FOR FREE CPR CLASSES

SCFD8 Scores High Marks on 
Customer Satisfaction Survey
The results of SCFD8’s recent 
customer satisfaction survey are in, 
and the news is good. According to 
Assistant Fire Chief Greg Godfrey, 
“We were very pleased to learn 
that more than 99% of those 
surveyed rated our services ‘good or 
excellent‘ with more than 95% rating 
us ‘excellent’”.  Survey comments 
included “You saved my life and I will 
be forever grateful” and “Could not 
ask for better service”. For complete 
survey results, go to SCFD8.org. 

Long, Hot Summer means High Fire Danger
SCFD8 expects an active wildfire season this 
summer. Due to its wildland/urban interface, 
property owners living within Fire District 8 face 
unique dangers and challenges from wildfire. 
You can take steps to reduce your risk by 
maintaining at least 30 feet of clearance around 
your property, ensuring road and address signs 
are visible, and practicing your fire escape plan.  
To learn more, contact Division Chief Marty 
Long at mlong@scfd8.org.

Our Annual Fire Service Day Open House on May 
9th at Moran Prairie’s Station 81 was a huge success! 
Thanks to all who stopped by and watched vehicle 
extrication demonstrations, toured the fire station, saw 
the MedStar helicopter land, learned sidewalk CPR, and 
how to Stop, Drop & Roll. Dozens of kids conquered the 
firefighter combat challenge and got high fives from 
Smokey Bear and Sparky the Fire Dog. Thank you to all of 
our participants, partners and generous businesses who 
make this annual event possible. 

Mark your calendar for another Open House at the 
Saltese/Linke Road Station 85 on Saturday, July 11th, 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Fireworks Ban Remains in Effect
Fireworks can present a huge fire 
hazard, and remain illegal under the 
ban in effect in Spokane, Spokane 
Valley, Millwood, Cheney, Liberty 
Lake and the unincorporated areas 
of Spokane County. Fireworks 
include firecrackers, bottle rockets, 
missiles and sparklers. Even 
fireworks bought legally can still 
be confiscated.

Fines range from $513 - $1,000, plus 
the cost of any damage associated 
with fires as well as response costs.

Wondering When it’s OK to Burn Outdoors? 
Call SCFD8 at 926-6699 or go to scfd8.org for 
details about outdoor burning regulations.


